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Koli Risings,1822 : Nearly twenty years of British rule passed
before the warlike Kolis of the western hills were brought to order. The
beginning oyy troubles arose out of an unfortunate mistake. Ramiji
Bhangria, who in his youth had been a famous outlaw and during the
latter years of Bajirav's reign had become a most useful police officer,
on the establishment of British rule, waited on the Collector and was
appointed chief constable or jamadar of one of the hill police posts.
According to custom in addition to his pay, Ramji received as a yearly
meeting or bhetpresent from every village a rupee, a fowl, and some
rice, and a sheep from every flock that passed through his charge.
Ramiji did good service until an order came that no Government servant
was to take any present in addition to his pay. This order was applied
to Ramji and his chickens; he wrote to ask that an exception might be
made in his favour, and as he got no answer to his letters he asked for
his discharge. His discharge was refused and he was given six months’
leave. At the end of the six months’ leave as nothing was done to raise
his salary or to make up for his loss of perquisites he went into outlawry.
Ramji Bhangria’s chief supporter was a Koli named Govindrav Khari.
Govindrav had been commandant of the hill fort of Ratangad about
twenty-two miles west of Akola under the Peshwa. On the Peshwa’s
fall he remained staunch to his master, and under the plea of age,
refused employment under the British government. In the reductions
of hill fort garrisons which followed the establishment of order, twelve
of Govindrav’s kinsmen, who had formed part of the Ratangad garrison,
were thrown out of employment and were also deprived of the revenues
of a village to which as commandants of the fort they had hereditary
claims. Govindrav and his kinsmen and several other discontented
people went to the hills and in the latter part of 1828 were joined by
Kamji Bhangria from the Konkan. In January 1829, in consequence of
news that there were several hundred Kolis in the Akola hills and that
the people were in great alarm, Captain Mackintosh went with a
detachment of police to the Sahyadris. At first, though almost no village
had not its two or three representatives in the gang, no information
could be got. The Brahman kulkarnis, some of whom were abetting
the rising, advised that troops should not be sent after the Kolis but that
some arrangement should be made to redress their grievances.
Captain Mackintosh for a time took little notice of the gang beyond
sending them word that no letters or petitions could be attended to till
they had laid down their arms. He busied himself in accustoming his
men to the roughest tracts which the Kolis used, and gathered
information regarding the strength of the outlaws, the names of their
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leaders, the people who were likely to help them, and the places where
they were in the habit of meeting. He also took pains to gain the goodwill
and co-operation of a number of the people. When his information was
completed a detachment from Bhiwndi was stationed at the bottom of
the passes leading into the Konkan, and other detachments from
Malegaon, Ahmadnagar, and Poona were posted in the most suitable
places, and lightly equipped parties kept constantly searching the Kolis’
haunts and lurking places. A few days before the troops came the
insurgents had plundered three villages. The insurgents had soon to
break into small parties. Many of the insurgents finding how all the
ways were blocked and guarded, fled, and the rest were greatly
perplexed by finding guards posted over their favourite ponds and
drinking places. The people gave great help and officers and men
worked with unceasing zeal. In two months the two chiefs and over
eighty of their followers were marched into Ahmadnagar. Though the
chiefs were secured the rising was not at an end. Rama Kirva, one of
the leaders in the rising, a stout and powerful man with an extremely
fine figure and good features noted for excelling all the Kolis in agility,
had escaped south before the final success against the gang. In July
1830 he was joined by Bhils and he and his gang gave great trouble
plundering both above and below the Sahyadris. The troops under
Captain Luykin of the 17th Regiment N. I., Lieutenant Lloyd of the 11th
Regiment, and Lieutenant Forbes of the 13th worked with the greatest
energy. The people gave the troops important help and the thorough
knowledge of the hills which two years’ experience supplied enabled
the troops to give the insurgents no rest. A number of prisoners were
taken to Poona and Thana, and Rama Kirva and several other notorious
leaders were taken to Ahmadnagar where Kirva was executed.
Raghoji Bhangria, 1845-1847 : In 1845 the Kolis were again
troublesome. One Koli outlaw whose name is still fresh in the district
was Raghoji Bhangria of Nasik. He made a raid on some Marwari
Vanis who applied to the police. During the investigation the police
asked Raghoji’'s mother where her son was hiding; and when she
refused to tell she was put to torture. Enraged at this outrage Raghoji
gathered a band of Kolis and wandering through the Nasik and
Ahmadnagar districts cut the nose off of every Marwari he could lay
hands on. Almost all village Marwaris fled in terror to the district towns
and the pursuit of the police was so hot that Raghoji had to break his
band and disappear. He avoided capture for many years. At last in
1847 he was caught at Pandharpur by Lieutenant afterwards General
Gell. As some of his raids had been accompanied with murder, he was

hanged and many of the leading men punished.
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